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Our Story



Our Story

Our Mission 
To ensure that Midland’s community has a wild space that connects them to nature,
and opens them up to education, conservation, habitat preservation, and research. 

Our vision
Be the place that inspires people across our community to become stewards of the
natural world and all that it offers to our health, minds, and purpose. 

Our Values
Commitment to Science Education
Collaboration with our Community 
Wellness and Resilience from Access to Nature
Stewardship and Sustainability of Wild Spaces
Curiosity, Exploration, and Learning

📲 Facebook 

💻 Website

https://www.watersong.org/
https://www.watersong.org/


Ways to Get Involved

Land
Management

Education



Land Management Opportunities

Help Watersong manage the almost
100 acres of wild space.

Possible Tasks
Trail maintenance
Pruning
Litter pick up
Planting seeds
Invasive plant removal 
Butterfly garden maintenance
Outdoor classroom
maintenance 



Land Management Opportunities



Education Opportunities

Help Watersong educate West Texas students about
nature, history, and conservation in our outdoor
classroom. 

Possible Tasks
Supervising students
Welcoming guests
Walking with students on the trail
Teaching a station
Leading an activity



Education Opportunities 

Early Education
WILD at Watersong

Teachers aide
General volunteer 

Playtime at the Playa
General volunteer



K-2 Program
Vaya to the Playa



This program can be tailored by grade.
Kindergarten: Patterns in Nature
Grade 1: Cycles
Grade 2: Relationships in Ecosystems

K-2 Vaya to the Playa
build a foundation in ecological thinking

The experience features a
2.5-hour immersive visit to

Watersong, interactive
stations, and a  scavenger

hunt.

TEKS covering grades K-2: (1C, 1F, 12A)



Kindergarten: Patterns in Nature

Kindergarten - Vaya to the Playa
Patterns in Nature



Vaya to the Playa 
K-2

1st grade- Vaya to the Playa
Cycles in the Playa



2nd grade- Vaya to the Playa
Relationships: People and the Land

Vocabulary words: 
▪️Biotic  ▪️Abiotic
▪️History ▪️ Connection
▪️Ephemeral ▪️wetland
▪️Aquifer



Extension Activity
A Playa Jar 

Left-Handed
ClassGastropoda
Family Physidae
Shell opening will be on left-
side when spire pointed up.
Dark brown with light
speckles, glides over
surfaces leaving sticky trail

Bloodworm Midge
Order Diptera
Family Chironomidae
Bright red and wiggles to
swim. Looks like a short,
tinybright red worm

Predaceous
 Diving Beetle
Order Coleoptera Family
Dytiscidae Smooth black
or brown
color often with yellow
stripes or dots. Hind legs
with big flat segments
fringed with long hairs for
swimming. Flat oval body

Water Flea
Subphylum Crustacea
Class Cladocera
Tiny oval-shaped and
transparent. Long "arms" that
flick rapidly for clumsy or
jerky swimming motion

Minnow Mayfly
Order Ephemeroptera Family
Baetidae 3 hair-like tails, Tiny gills
on
abdomen. Swim in straight,
fast bursts of speed

Rams-horn Snail
Class Gastropoda
Family Planorbidae
Disk-like spiral like a
ram's horn. Dark brown,
slowly glide over surfaces
leaving sticky trail

Flatworm 
Phylum Platyhelminthes
ClassTurbellaria
Soft, flat, arrow-shaped
body. Two eyespots on
head, small feeding tube
on belly. Glide slowly on
surfaces leaving a sticky
trail.

Classroom Playa Jar: A
tool to continue

observations.



3rd - 7th Program
Ecosystem Interactions



3rd - 7th
Ecosystem Interactions
Students explore ecosystems like scientists - observing, recording, and analyzing real-world data.
Hands-on stations help students connect classroom learning to the living world. 

Pre and Post test
Classroom visit 
Highly flexible
Student journal
Educators select stations

Human Interactions, Abiotic & Biotic Factors,
Importance of Water, Adaptations, Food
Chains, Ecosystem Interactions

TEKS covering grades 3-7: (1D, 3B, 3C, 5B, 5F, 5G)



8th - 12th Program
Resource Management Exercise



Pre and Post Test
Classroom visit
Collaborative learning
Authentic student product
Outside evaluation

TEKS covering grades 8-12: 
(1A, 1B, 1C, 1G, 2B, 2D, 3A, 3C, 4A, 4B)

 

8th - 12th 
Resource Management Exercise

Pre-Visit

In-class Prep

Watersong Visit

Presentations

1

2

3

4



Students work through 4

stations and complete a nature

walk. 

Stage 3:
Watersong Visit

Stations:
Abiotic & Biotic Factors

Importance of Water 

Biodiversity & Ecosystem

Interactions

Human Interactions



Stage 4:
Student Presentations

The following slides will showcase a
student's presentation from Legacy High
School

Each group has 10 minutes to present
and defend their management
strategies
Watersong staff visit the classroom to
help evaluate students using the
consultation rubric



1.Type in:  www.watersong.org
2.Click “Support”
3.Click “Volunteer Sign Up”

How to Sign Up
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Volunteer Page

How to Sign Up

https://www.watersong.org/volunteer


The Benefits 



watersong.org

kari@watersong.org
evelyn@watersong.org
jaxon@watersong.org


